IN THE QARA MOUNTAINS

crossing it diagonally and being brought over one shoulder.
A leather girdle, looped as a cartridge belt, encircles the
waist. Their heads are uncovered, except for a leather
thong to keep their bushy curls in place; their black arms
and legs below the knees are bare. Most of them wear a
single ear-ring in the right ear and a single bracelet above the
right elbow like the Mahra and neighbouring cognate tribes.

The reception of these men of Shaikh Hasan's called
for the slaying of a cow on my part, and 'Ali al Dhab'an
saw to it that the place of slaughter was within close range
of a tree - for to-night's vigil.   'Ali and I were lying in
wait expectantly when at about 10 p.m. an animal camfe
prowling to where the entrails invitingly lay.   It was im-
possible to see even at a dozen yards what the brute was,
and quite out of the question to try to use sights in such
darkness.  All we could do was to wait for it to come close
and take a rough alinement, whence the advantage of our
both having rifles.   As the sniffing creature came on, we
both aimed as we thought best.   It could not have been
more than seven yards away when 'Ali touched my foot
with his, the pre-arranged signal. Two shots rang out and
the animal leapt into the air with a snort and fell lifeless
in a pool of blood.   We both jumped up, 'Ali with his
dagger drawn in case of tricks, but the body showed no
response as he kicked it, and our further investigations
showed that both shots had told, one through the neck, the
other through the body.  It was a splendid specimen of a
full-grown hyena, the first of five I was to get during the
next few weeks.

I had hoped for a wolf, and the trumpeting earlier in
the night of a donkey - alarmed for her foal *- was a sign
of the wolfs presence. Our bait was sufficient, for though
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